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OUR MISSION: We are a family of believers in Christ, loved and called by God,
led by the Holy Spirit to extend His ministry of LOVE to all people at all times and in all places.

Christian Generations

Thoughts from Pastor Jay

After he was arrested in Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul was moved to Caesarea, and he spent
two years in prison there, awaiting trial for being a Christian. At first he was fairly confident
that the judge would rule that believing in Jesus was not a crime, so there was no reason to
punish him; and that meant he would soon be set free and could continue his ministry. You
can see what he hoped to be doing after he was released in several his letters: Philippians
and Philemon, for example.

Please join our
BGFP Family for
SOUPER BOWL
BRUNCH 2020
Sunday, February 2
Following Worship which begins at 9am
We’ll enjoy fellowship, great
soups, sandwiches and desserts. If you’d like to bring
food to share, just contact
Ethel Drew or the church
office. Thanks to Ethel and
Terri for preparing for our
Souper Bowl of Caring !
We’ll have a freewill offering
and/or the donation of food
for the Hope Center. Just
bring your donations and
we’ll make sure they are delivered this week.

But as his time in prison dragged on, he became less sure that the authorities were going to
come to a quick positive resolution to his case and let him out of jail. It began to seem more
likely that he was going to end up being executed for believing in Jesus. We can see in II
Timothy, for example, the sense that his execution might be drawing near: and that he was
thinking about the future of a church where he would no longer be around.
“What you’ve learned from me,” he wrote, “you need to
entrust to faithful people, who will be able to teach others also” (II Timothy 2:2). It’s a pattern we would do
well to follow. We can see four Christian generations
referenced in just that short sentence: 1Paul taught 2Timothy, who taught 3faithful people, who would go on to
teach 4others also.

But when one individual helps us learn from
his or her own experience of what it means to
be a Christian, it can
make a tremendous difference in how we grow
as followers of Jesus.

We looked at this passage in church last Sunday, but it
bears repeating. There is a long chain of Christian heritage, as one person helps another to live as a follower of
Jesus. We need to recognize that we are part of this chain We learned the Christian faith
from various faithful people, and we are part of the ongoing line of Christian generations as
we in our turn teach others also.
This tells us something about the importance of mentoring in the Christian life. We gain
some of our most important life lessons from people who were willing to share their experiences with us. They were willing to talk to us about Jesus, and show us what it looked like
to live as one of his followers.
Of course, we pick up a lot from sermons and Sunday
School lessons, from personal Bible reading and group
Bible study. I’m in favor of all of those. But when one
individual helps us learn from his or her own experience of what it means to be a Christian, it can make a
tremendous difference in how we grow as followers of
Jesus.

Who are the people you would identify as those
who have greatly influenced your Christian life:
the “faithful people” who influenced you, as one
of the “others also”? And, as someone who has
now become one of the faithful people, who is
someone you could mentor, helping that individual to grow in following Jesus? What will you do, to keep the faith growing
stronger, from one Christian generation to the next?

ANNUAL MEETING CELEBRATES
PROGRESS AND PROMISE!

L

ast Sunday our congregation met following
worship to review memories of 2019.
Wow! What an incredible year of sharing
the Good News of Jesus Christ and
strengthening His church. The highlight was the arrival of the Rev. Dr. James Ayers as our pastor! Inspired by steadfast leadership and energizing worship
services each week, we have enjoyed numerous outreach opportunities including a dinner for cancer survivors and Walking in Faith brunches for Kids in Motion
and Bright Futures volunteers, celebrations of life and
family dinners memorializing several members, new
joint ministries with our sister church in Louisiana,
ecumenical celebrations with our Christian brothers
and sisters in BG and Pike County including a joint
service on World Communion Sunday, extensive
bread of life pastoral visits, successful fellowship and
fundraising initiatives including the annual BBQ, and
the Soup and Chili Supper, the addition of organized
prayer and note writing ministries, and a Parent’s Day
Out initiative in December….just to mention a few of
the highlights! This and more, including a summary
of all the church’s special funds and the budget for
2020, are outlined in a report compiled by committee
leaders and Karen Leverenz. The Annual Report is
available at the church if you weren’t able to be with
us on Sunday.

NEW YEAR...NEW LEADERSHIP
We are so very grateful for those serving
on last year’s nominating committee led
by Ethel Drew who
discerned the gifts
within our church
family and identified
leaders willing to
serve in 2020. Thank
you ...
Session Members:
Elders Dwight Conlan, Beverly Hood, Glen Leverenz, Bill Halliburton, Ethel Drew who were installed on January 5th and Terri Morrison who was
newly ordained as an Elder on
January
12th.
Our Children’s
Gift donations

to family
services
very apDeacons:
Fr ed
Gr averwere
, Shannonpreciated!
Walker, Jim
Thank
Allen,you.
Sharon
Duckworth, Mauri Stewart,
Amy Foutes, Julie Leverenz
and John Prince.
Thank you also to everyone
serving on one of vital committees. Please pray for all these
leaders as they guide our ministry into the future!

W

hat a treat to
participate in
hosting students from Millikin University in January with our sisterchurch Louisiana Presbyterian which invited the college
to present a concert for the community in their sanctuary.
The students performed to a packed house in the spectacular sanctuary at LFP and clearly delighted the audience
with their awe-inspiring talent. The BGHS choir also performed with the Millikin students inspiring these high
school students and concert attendees. Louisiana
was the first night of a 12
day mid-term concert tour
for the college. Thanks to
all who hosted the students in their homes following the concert, and to
those who prepared and
served breakfast for the
students before they departed to the next stop on
their tour.

