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OUR MISSION:  We are a family of believers in Christ, loved and called by God,  

led by the Holy Spirit to extend His ministry of LOVE to all people at all times and in all places. 

 
 

A Change in Perspective 

In a line in one of his letters, the apostle Paul revealed how his mind 

had changed about Jesus. “I used to think of Jesus from a human point 

of view,” he said (II Corinthians 5:16). As we know from the book of 

Acts, there had been a time when Paul had considered Jesus to be no 

more than a man. In Paul’s earlier view Jesus might well have been sin-

cere and devout, but “sincere 

and devout” isn't enough when 

you are flat wrong. Then his 

mind changed: “I don’t think of 

him that way any longer,” he 

said, because he had come to 

know that Jesus is indeed the 

Messiah who came for the sal-

vation of the world. 

Here’s what had shift-

ed: instead of considering Jesus 

from Paul’s human perspective, 

he was now looking at Jesus 

from God’s perspective. Paul 

had come to recognize that God 

had sent his Son into the world 

to redeem and transform us all. If we were to look at Jesus only on 

a human basis, we might simply see him as a misguided backwoods 

preacher who got himself killed. But if we did that, we would miss out 

on what God was actually doing. 

There are a lot of lessons you could build from that, I suppose. The 

one that Paul chose to develop in this instance was to carry this perspec-

tive over to everyone else. “I don’t look at anyone at all from the human 

point of view any more,” he said 

Isn’t that intriguing? How would we 

not look at one another from a hu-

man point of view? We’re humans, 

after all: when we look, we look 

from a human perspective. When 

we think, or when we talk, how can 

it not be from our human point of 

view? (Continued to the back) 

Thoughts from Pastor Jay  

...Think about one of the 

people who bugs you the 

most. Now, instead of 

thinking about them with the 

irritation that you usually 

feel, view them with the 

compassion of Jesus. It’s not 

like Jesus doesn’t see the 

things that are wrong in that 

person’s life: but he sees 

more than just that. And he 

loves and wants the best for 

that person. 

Going to 

church out-

side with our 

friends from 

Louisiana is 

awesome!...Let’s 

do this again ! 
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If you’d be 
willing to 
offer your 
faith story, 
we’d like to 

share it!  
Please sub-

mit your 
brief testi-
monial to 
the office, 
and we’ll 
share it in 
XPress.  

Our minis-
try will be 

strengthened 
by under-

standing and 
learning 
from one 
another 

along our 
faith jour-

ney.  

Thanks!  

 

A CHANGE IN PERSPECTIVE ...Continued 

But Paul’s insight here is quite shrewd. He wanted us to 

see that we will always end up assessing each other from a 

human point of view, unless we deliberately choose to look 

at people from God’s point of view. And if we learn to do 

that, if we learn to look at them as God looks at them, then 

we would see every individual as a person for whom Christ 

died. 

Think about one of the people who bugs you the most. 

Now, instead of thinking about them with the irritation that 

you usually feel, view them with the compassion of Jesus. 

It’s not like Jesus doesn’t see the things that are wrong in 

that person’s life: but he sees more than just that. And he 

loves and wants the best for that person. 

It’s not easy or automatic to change your perspective on 

this, especially when someone is being particularly bother-

some – and some people seem so wondrously adept at being 

bothersome, don’t they? It will take an ongoing deliberate 

choice, to remind yourself to think of that someone from 

God’s perspective, with the compassion of Jesus. But what if 

you were to push your-

self to do that, on the 

basis of Paul’s example 

in scripture: what kind of 

difference might that 

make? 

THANK YOU 

TERRI...for updating 

all of our bulletin boards 

with loads of church family 

fun!  

THANK YOU  

JOSEPH for providing 

accompaniment for us this 

summer!   JOIN US THIS SUNDAY AS WE WELCOME BACK OUR CHOIR! 

CANCER SURVIVOR’S  

DINNER & CELEBRATION 

Friday, September 13th 6pm 

Presbyterian Church  

Catered by Karen Leverenz 

Served by BGFP 

Following dinner, everyone will be 

invited to walk to the square where 

luminaries will be placed in the Can-

cer Memorial Park.  Reservations can 

be made by calling the church.  

THANK YOU 

JAY for baking 

and sharing this 

beautiful bread for 

communion! 

ONE DOLLAR AND 
THIRTY MINUTES….  

If you enjoy sending cards, 
we encourage you to become 

a part of a new ministry 
that’s playfully being called 

“One Dollar and Thirty 
Minutes.”   

 
Every month, Pastor Jay 

sends communication to those 
of us who are a part of this 
ministry inviting us to send 
one or more cards to those 

whom he is aware may need 
our special attention.  He’ll 
send information including 

addresses which allow partici-
pants in this ministry to take 

about thirty minutes sometime 
in the next week or so to send 
a card...a card that can be pur-

chased for only a dollar or 
less.  We currently have two 

teams serving in this ministry.  
 

If you want to join us, just let 
Pastor Jay or Karen know, so 

that you can be added  
to those participating.  ….. 


