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OUR MISSION:  We are a family of believers in Christ, loved and called by God,  

led by the Holy Spirit to extend His ministry of LOVE to all people at all times and in all places. 

Join us on Father’s Day morning 
June 16th to celebrate the men in our 
lives...with, what else...donuts!  We’ll 
gather for donuts and fellowship follow-
ing worship.  See you then! _________ 

KIDS IN MOTION  

Walking in Faith SUNDAY  

JUNE 23, 2019 

WORSHIP 9AM; CARRY-IN BRUNCH 10AM   

Join us for worship and a Walking In Faith 
carry-in brunch with this year’s KIM Kids.  
Amy Becker, the KIM summer program coor-
dinator, has invited youth in this summer’s 
program to join us to learn more about 
BGFP...and most importantly to let them know 
of the multitude of supportive adults in their 
lives!  We hope you’ll join us to meet and en-
courage these youth, and let them know we 
have confidence and faith in them!  Please 
bring something delicious to share with others 
and our guests during our brunch after wor-
ship.  A basket for freewill gifts will be availa-
ble at the brunch for anyone wishing to provide 
monetary support for this important ministry.  

M any of us feel awkward about pray-
er.  If a friend had checked into the hos-
pital for surgery the next morning, and 
we went to visit that evening and they 
asked us, “Would you pray for me?” – 
most of us would be able to answer, 
“Yes.  I’ll be praying for you.”  But it 
would be challenging for us to hold their 
hand and pray, right then, out loud, that 
Jesus would heal them.  That would be 
hard. But what if we had more practice, 

because we are part of a Community of Prayer? 
Imagine with me what a Community of Prayer might look like. 
A group of us gather every Sunday morning.  In our souls we 

carry various concerns:  an aunt who is sick, a grandchild who is not 
doing well in school, a friend who has been laid off, an elderly 
neighbor who seems very lonely.  And perhaps some concerns about 
our own life:  a recognition that we are actually not doing all that 
well ourselves. 

We’re mindful that there might be things that we could do 
about these troubles:  a casse-
role for that aunt, tutoring for 
that grandchild.  But we know 
for sure that there are things 
God could do about these con-
cerns.  If we might just ask. 

So with a couple dozen of 
us gathered in the sanctuary, 
someone shyly raises a hand and 
asks for prayer for that sick 
aunt.  And someone else in the 
group prays for that aunt, right 
then, out loud, in front of God 
and everyone:  just a few sentences, asking the Lord to care for that 
need.  Another person mentions the laid-off friend, and someone 
speaks right up and asks Jesus to help that friend find a new job.  
And on we go, a concern and a prayer for that concern, as the people 
of God pray for one another. 

I think that’s what a Community of Prayer might look like:  the 
people of God praying for one another, during our time of prayer on 
Sunday morning.  I believe that’s what our congregation can be-
come.  Even though sometimes we’ll feel shy or awkward or scared, 
we know we serve a great God, who invites us to bring every con-
cern before the throne of grace.  It might feel a little intimidating, to 
imagine that First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green would do 
that:  but I invite you to envision with me how wonderful it would 
be, for our congregation to have that experience of the prayers of the 
people, the congregation praying for the congregation, and of the 
closeness of the Spirit of God moving in our hearts in response. 

I’ll be preaching about this, over the next several weeks.  Then, 
starting Sunday July 14, I’ll call for prayer concerns during worship, 
like I always do.  But as each prayer request gets presented, I’ll then 
ask for someone to volunteer to pray for that concern.  Someone will 
volunteer, and will pray for that concern:  a few sentences, out loud, 
asking the Lord to care for that need.  Then we’ll move on to the 
next topic:  someone will raise a concern, and someone will pray for 
it. 

It will probably feel awkward at first.  You yourself might find 
the idea pretty intimidating.  That’s all right.  If you can, be bold and 
volunteer to pray for someone’s concern.  It will get easier, as we do 
it more…..And the end result will be wonderful.  

Thoughts from Pastor Jay  
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SPECIAL PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR 
THE FAMILY OF DARRELL GROTE whose 
life we celebrated earlier this month after his sud-
den passing.   His granddaughter shared that Dar-
rell’s life reflected the definition of love found in 
Corinthians 13.  What a beautiful legacy! He will 
be missed.   



I was asked to write a testimonial about my faith while answering the question “What hard times 
taught me about Christian faith. Well, let me start at the beginning. I was raised going to church. I 
loved attending Sunday school and Bible school. They were two of the few things that allowed me to 
mingle with my friends, since we lived out in the country. I went to church off and on through high 
school and sometimes during college. I married Catholic and continued to go to church some times, 
not regularly. I never really felt like I “belonged” in the Catholic 
Church.  
 
I started attending First Presbyterian Church somewhat regularly 
several years ago. (I had gone a few times with my family when I 
was in high school.) I still remember the day Karen Allen asked me 
if I wanted to sing in the choir during the Christmas season. I said, 
“Sure!” I loved being in the choir so much that I kept singing! I 
also remember hearing about “Relay for Life”. I went with Karen 
Allen and Cyndi Cerven out to the fairgrounds to support Ethel 
Drew when she was battling cancer. I didn’t really “get it” yet 
though. I volunteered to work in the food stand at Relay for Life 
when our church sponsored it. I still “didn’t get it” until I was diag-
nosed with colon cancer 9 years ago.  
 
That was the turning point for me in my faith. I received so many cards and phone calls, prayers, flow-
ers and well wishes from my friends at First Presbyterian. I knew they cared for me and were praying 
for me to get better. My belief shifted from “What can my church do for me?” to “What can I do for 
my church and others?” Over the years a lot of people I know have lost their fight against cancer. I 
feel God has chosen me to stay in this world a little longer so I can help others.  - TERRI MORRISON 
 
NOTE: Every month we’ll be featuring the faith story of a member of our church family; Terri Morrison courageously offered to submit 

the first testimonial for us. Thank you Terri.  If you’d be willing to share yours, just let Julie know.   
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ONE DOLLAR AND THIRTY 
MINUTES…. During this 
month’s Outreach committee meet-
ing many shared how meaningful it 
had been for them to receive cards 
and well wishes from their church 
family. They expressed that they 
could feel Jesus’ healing and en-
couraging touch in these thought-
ful expressions of love from the 
congregation.  
 
If you enjoy sending cards, we 
encourage you to become a part 
of a new ministry that’s playfully 
being called “One Dollar and 
Thirty Minutes.”   
 
Every week, Pastor Jay will send 
communication to those of us who 
are a part of this ministry inviting 
us to send one or more cards to 
those in the congregation whom he 
is aware may need our special at-
tention.  He’ll send information 
including addresses which allow 
participants in this ministry to take 
about thirty minutes sometime in 
the next week or so to send a 
card...a card that can be purchased 
for only a dollar or less.   
 
If you want to join us, just let Pas-
tor Jay or Karen know, so that you 
can be added to those participating.  
We hope this will be a complement 
to those sharing their gift of music 
in our choir, their gifts of prayer as 
a senior sentinel, their gifts of hos-
pitality during our Walking in 
Faith brunch celebrations, their 
gifts of teaching our children….. 

 
No one can do every-
thing; we each have dif-
fering gifts, but together 
as the family of God, we 

can be a beautiful bouquet of love! 

NO ONE FIGHTS ALONE! 

CONGRATS FOR 30 YEARS OF INSPIRATIONAL 
SERVICE TO BG STUDENTS  MRS . TEPEN!   

AWESOME BBQ 2019! 

It was a joy to celebrate BG’s Bright 
Future volunteers during a special 
Walking in Faith Sunday in early May! 
We also dedicated another service earli-
er this month to focus our attention on 
prayer and support for Cyndi Cerven, 
Liz Harrelson and others who are 
fighting a battle with breast cancer.  


