
Thoughts from Pastor Jay  
Strengthening Our Ministry of WELCOME          

One Sunday morning a few years back, a 

young family walked into our church’s sanc-

tuary. I’m not sure what they were hoping to 

find. Maybe they were looking for a place of 

Christian education for their children. Maybe 

they were new in the community, eager to 

find a church home like the one they had left 

behind in their previous town. Maybe they 

were feeling a questing in their souls, hoping 

to experience the presence of God.   
 

They were checking out our church. They came to worship. But as 

it turns out, they didn’t come back. It doesn’t seem quite fair that 

they made their decision based on just one Sunday. Yet somehow 

they just didn’t feel like this was the place for them. 
 

How can we make sure people will feel welcome in our church? 

It’s true that some people will be looking for something we can’t 

provide, and they’ll end up looking elsewhere. But for most church 

guests, we can do three things that will help them feel at home.   
Greet them. Say your name. Say their name. Introduce 

them to someone. Names are important. If you say their 

name, and if you then use their name when you introduce 

them to someone, you’ll be much more likely to remember 

their name, so that you can chat with them some more after 

worship. 

Say “Thank you for being here.” It’s fine to say “We’re glad 

you’re here today.” But something strong happens when we 

say “Thank you” to someone. Genuine gratitude is hard to 

find in this world. Be thankful, and say so: “Thank you for 

being here.” 

Let the love of Jesus be powerful in your soul, so that you 

can greet people with genuine warm-hearted affection. Peo-

ple can see when you are looking at them as an assignment. 

Pray for all the graciousness of Jesus to fill you up, and 

you’ll find you can welcome people with real earnestness. 
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OUR MISSION:  We are a family of believers in Christ, loved and called by God,  

led by the Holy Spirit to extend His ministry of LOVE to all people at all times and in all places. 

Do you have a PRAYER PARTNER yet?  Several weeks ago Pastor 
Jay invited each of us to reach out to at least one other person and invite them 
to pray for us and in turn we would pray for 
them each day.  To get us started, a prayer 
card with a possible prayer was provided.   
During Lent we were invited to pray every-
day, and when we forget, just pick up the 
next day.  The habit of prayer is started one 
prayer at a time, again and again. We can-
not fail; we simply begin again.  We are all 
learning together.  Reach out; someone 
may be waiting for your invitation!  

THANK YOU Mrs. Morrison and 
Mrs. Stewart for guiding our children in 
understanding God’s love and plans for 
them.  Every Sunday following 9am 
worship, a Sunday School lesson is 
offered for all children; the curricu-
lum is customized to engage the ages of 
children who are present each week.  
Please bring your children and grand-
children to learn about His love! 

Remember Pictionary?  The 

Adult Bible Study Group meets eve-
ry Sunday at 
8am before wor-
ship services at 
9am. After dis-
cussion, the 
group enjoys a 
little game time.  
Can you guess 
this picture?  Let 
Bible Study lead-
er Les Sheets 
know your 
guesses; he 
might just have a 
prize for you! 



YOU ARE INVITED...to participate in a small 
group conversation. Pastor Jay is really enjoy-
ing the opportuni-
ty to get ac-
quainted with you 
through this pro-
cess.  It’s fun, 
too!   Please con-
tact the church 
office to let us 
know you are in-
terested.  

Mark your calendars!  Sunday, May 19th we’ll be 
honoring BRIGHT FUTURES Volunteeers.  
Bright Futures is a non-profit organization that helps 
schools connect student needs with resources already 
in the community.  This program brings about cultur-
al change and student success by fostering a commu-
nity where education is valued and responsibility for 
student success is shared.  Please join us for worship 
with these volunteers at 9am and help us honor them 
with a Carry-In Brunch immediately following wor-
ship.  Let’s have a delicious time together! A freewill 
offering to support the Bright Futures Angel Fund 
will be available during our brunch.   

SPECIAL LENTEN STUDIES...Please join in!  

This year during Lent, the 

BG and Louisiana churches 

are hosting a study series 

led by Pastor Jay; please 

feel free to join in either or 

both!  Here’s what we’ll be exploring...  

BGFP—Tuesday Night Study Group    6pm—7 

4/2 The Prayer of the Pilgrim 

4/9 The Prayer of Nehemiah 

Louisiana—Monday Night Study Group 

4/1 Ananias the Evangelist 

4/8 Barnabas the Apostle 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Sunday, April 14th  - 8am  - The Men are cooking!  

 

Maundy Thursday Service 
Thursday, April 18    7pm—Our Choir is Singing! 

Calvary Episcopal in Louisiana 
 

EASTER WORSHIP at BGFP 
Sunday April 21st   9am  

WORSHIP WITH US IN APRIL... 

Apr 7   "Praying as a Community of Prayer" 

from II Thessalonians 2:13 - 3:5  

Apr 14 Palm Sunday:  "Praying for the Exalta-

tion of the Savior" from Mark 11:1-10 

Apr 18  Maundy Thursday: service at Calvary 

Episcopal Church, Louisiana 

Apr 21  Easter:   "God's Grace Was Not in Vain" 

from I Corinthians 15:1-20 

Apr 28  Question & Answer Sermon 

WORSHIP  9:00 AM  

EVERY SUNDAY 

CALLING ALL SENIOR SENTINELS! 
Let the Spirit empower your prayers, in all your 
prayers and intercessions. Be alert as a sentinel, 
and keep on praying for all the saints. And pray for 
me, too … (Ephesians 6:18-19).  If you are interested 
in joining this team of prayer 
warriors or learning more 
about this special ministry of 
intercession, just text, email 
or call the office to be added 
to the group.  This team will 
work from home and will be 
called upon to pray for ongoing needs, for Pastor Jay’s 
ministry and for those with special needs as they surface 
within our church family and in the community.  Our 
Sentinels  receive a letter from Pastor Jay every week 
inviting you to join him in prayer….so if prayer is a gift 
you’d like to share, please join this team!     

JOINT ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE Sets the Tone for Deepening Relationships with Jesus During Lent 

Friends from BGFP and Louisiana gathered in our 
sanctuary to participate in a special Ash Wednes-
day Communion Service.  This communion ser-
vice offered a beautiful opportunity for us to begin 
a journey through Lent that deepens our under-
standing and love for our Savior and the His sacri-
fice for us.  We are blessed by His Grace...now 
and forever.  Thank you Shannon and Pastor Jay 
for a very special service.  

THANK YOU PASTOR JAY for your wonderful 
bread baking and pastoral visits!  We all love the bread, 
but on occasion some may appreciate it more than others.  

BGFP BBQ—Friday, May 3rd 

INVITE EVERYONE...PLAN TO VOLUNTEER  

Food...Fellowship...Fun 

Our fellowship hall was  full 
on March 16th as friends 

gathered for a reception honoring 
Judy King . She is preparing to 
relocate to Florida to serve in a 

retirement ministry. THANK 
YOU JUDY … We love you and 
will miss you terribly, but we’re 
eager to visit you in Florida !  

https://voiceofthepersecuted.wordpress.com/2013/12/26/join-the-team-be-a-prayer-warrior/

