
M 
erry Christmas BGFP Family!  We are so 
blessed. Thank you to everyone who has participated in 
our 2018 season of Advent.  We received a special gift 
this year! The Rev. Dr. 

James (Jay) Ayers has accepted a call to 
serve our 
church begin-
ning in Janu-
ary.  On De-
cember 9th, he 
led worship at 
both BGFP and 
Louisiana First 
Presbyterian, 

and he was unanimously embraced as the 
pastor whom God has always planned 
to send to Pike County.  Again, on 
Wednesday, December 12 he was unani-
mously called to serve within the bounds 
of Missouri Union Presbytery! Thank you 
so much to our Pastor Nominating Com-
mittee—both those serving currently and 
those who have served as we’ve waited 
(sometimes not so patiently) over the last 
decade for God to prepare us for a new 
minister and for Pastor Jay to be ready.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year ! 

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JAY... 

Let’s have a really exciting January at First Presbyterian Church!. I’ll be 
there, and you’ll be there (you will be, won’t you?), and most important: 
Jesus will be there. Our hearts will be full of joy and worship, as we 
begin our work together. 

Here’s a list of texts and sermon titles for the month. I think you’ll find 
them quite intriguing. 

 January 6 Luke 22:14-23 Jesus Really Wanted This (Communion ) 

 January 13 Exodus 4:1-5 What’s That in Your Hand? 

 January 20 Matthew 13:45-46 The Great Cashew Pie Quest 

 January 27 John 1:43-51 Come and See! 
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OUR MISSION:  We are a family of believers in Christ, loved and called by God,  

led by the Holy Spirit to extend His ministry of LOVE to all people at all times and in all places. 

Jeremiah 29: 11-13 

For I know the 

plans I have for 

you, “ declares the 

Lord, “Plans to 

prosper you and 

not to harm you, 

plans to give you 

hope and a future.  

Then you will call 

on me and come 

and pray to me, and 

I will listen to you.  

You will seek me 

and find me when 

you seek me with 

all your heart.”  

Come Worship with Us !  

December 23 9am Wor-

ship:  LOVE Sunday (4th 

Sunday of Advent)  led by Julie 

Leverenz  

December 24  7pm:  

Christmas Eve Candle-

light Service led by Shannon Walker 

December 30   9am Worship led by 

Shannon Walker 

January 6  9am Worship led by Pastor 

Jay; Communion will be served.  

January 7  Diaspora Communion 

served to Shut-Ins (Call the office if you’d like to 

join Pastor Jay in sharing communion) 

January 9  6pm  CARRY-IN Dinner to 

welcome Pastor Jay—HOPE YOU CAN JOIN 

US!  

January 13  9am Worship led by Pastor 

Jay; New Elders and Deacons will be Ordained 

and Installed . 



B 
LESSINGS ABOUND during Advent!  As we’ve prepared for  the 
coming  of our Savior dur-
ing this Advent season at 
BGFP, we are so grateful 

to everyone who has shared gifts and 
talents to make Advent so special.  In 
addition to our beautiful choir led 
and frequently accompanied by 
Shannon Walker, we’ve enjoyed 
Grant Graver who shared music on 
his guitar.  Ben Walker has opened 
and led our Advent candle lighting 
each week with a special message to 
remind us of the opportunity we have 
to prepare our hearts for His coming. 
Aleece Walker shared beautiful music on her flute, and after Chloe Calhoun re-
turned from her semester at college she has shared her beautiful voice and guitar 
talents to highlight our worship service. And Pastor Jay introduced us to “Dog-
Matic” who shared a special and very engaging children’s message. We also en-
joyed a wonderful Advent Brunch following our congregational meeting on De-
cember 9th which highlight the culinary talents of many in our church family; 
thank you Fellowship Committee...delicious, everyone! Thank you to all whose 
talents have helped us glorify the Word and understand the promise that is 

our Lord Jesus Christ!  

PASTOR JAY is Called to Pike County...Introducing...Rev. James (Jay) Ayers, BA, Mdiv, PhD 

We are so pleased to welcome Pastor Jay; here’s a little background for those of you who didn’t have 
a chance to meet him when he visited and was called in early December.  Dr. Ayers was reared in New 
York. His family did not have an active church life and as a teen, Jay saw himself as an atheist. Dur-
ing high school, a  local Presbyterian youth group invited him to join them and through their youth 
camp he encountered God, embraced the faith and additionally met Micaela, whom he later married. 
Micaela, his wife of 44 years, now works as an academic librarian in a college near their current 
home. She plans to delay moving immediately, but is in support of the search for a call. As an energet-
ic 63 year old, Jay and Micaela have two grown children: one living in Alaska and one in New York. 

His academic career includes a BA, University of Albany (NY); MDiv, Gordon-Conwell Theological 
Seminary; and PhD, Boston College. He has served on the faculty at a number of seminaries as well 
as serving as pastor in both large and small churches in Massachusetts, Kentucky and most recently in 
Kansas. Additionally, Dr. Ayers is an accomplished writer and has written many books and journal 
articles, some for Presbyterian Today. He continues to write and would welcome being involved with 
young writers in our communities. He also likes to cook, participate in community service organiza-
tions, and engage in domestic and  international missions, participating as a fluent Spanish speaker.  

Clearly Rev. Ayers is a man of many gifts. One 
reference offered this description: Jay “is highly 
disciplined, can step in at a moment’s notice, 
knows scripture well, has a sense of humor, 
good at visitation, doesn’t require much over-
sight, good administrator, good at finding folks 
who have talent and encouraging them to excel, 
good delegator, and loves Jesus.” 

Rev. Ayers enjoys conversation and is engaging 
as a storyteller with large and small audiences. 

He often speaks to children through a puppet named Dog-matic. He de-
scribes his own ministry in this way: Ministry centers on four main aspects: 
worship, fellowship, discipleship, and stewardship.  Worship is “to present 
ourselves before [God]with such verve, dedication and love, that we bring delight to the heart of the Lord.”  Fellowship is like an 
extended family reunion. Discipleship means “to be a life-long learner, discovering day by day what it means to follow Je-
sus.”  And, Stewardship means “that all that we are and have is a gift entrusted to us by our Lord for the sake of the Kingdom.”  

BGFP Family Small Groups 
forming…. To enable Pastor  
Jay to meet everyone he’s asked 
that we have small groups meet 
in homes the first part of 2019. 
If you’d like to host a small 
group, please contact Julie. The 

Pastor Nurture 
Committee will 
be coordinating 
this process.  We 
hope you’ll be 
excited to partic-
ipate in this fel-
lowship oppor-
tunity as we wel-
come Pastor Jay 
to Pike County.  


